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The Federal Government has introduced legislation into 
the Senate to abolish the charging of asylum seekers for the 
cost of their detention and it will extinguish all outstanding 
detention debts. The Minister for Immigration and 
Citizenship, Senator the Hon. Chris Evans, acknowledged 
that the issuing of detention debts failed to meet its stated 
objective of minimising costs to the Australian community 
associated with the detention of unlawful non-citizens, was 
poorly administered, was operating inequitably and adversely 
impacting on former detainees as they sought to resettle in 
Australia.

Costs associated with the removal of people found not to 
be refugees will be charged to such people as a deterrent 
against non-citizens electing to be removed from Australia to 
avoid payment of travel costs. The Government believes that 
the costs involved are not normally of sufficient magnitude 
to make repayment an unreasonable burden on the person 
removed or deported.

During 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 the immigration 
detention debt issued was $54.3 million of which $1.8 
million (or 3.3%) was recovered. The Department wrote 
off $48.2 million as uneconomical to pursue and $4 million 
was waived. The legislation will extinguish in the order of 
$350 million of detention debt, of which less than 5% was 
regarded as recoverable and the majority has already been 
written off.

The legislation will not provide refunds to those refugees 
who have paid money towards their detention debts. 

In February 2009, Anna Burke MP, tabled the petition of 
over 2,000 signatures collected on petitions organised by 
the Justice and International Mission Unit calling for the 
charging of refugees for their detention to be abolished. 
Thanks to everyone who signed the petition and collected 
signatures on it.

Federal Government moves to cancel 
Detention Debts for Asylum Seekers

POINTS TO MAKE IN YOUR LETTERS:

Seek their assurance that they will support the Migration • 
Amendment (Abolishing Detention Debt) Bill 2009.
Point out that the policy of issuing bills to refugees for their • 
detention was unjust and was operating inequitably and 
adversely impacting on former detainees as they sought to 
resettle in Australia.
The policy resulted in refugees being punished with higher • 
detention bills when they were detained for longer periods 
where the Government incorrectly contested their status as 
a refugee.
Further point out that the policy results in the separation • 
of refugees from their families when those families are still 
living overseas and that in the financial years 2006-2008 
only 3.3% of the debt issued was repaid, with $48.2 million 
written off by the Department as uneconomical to pursue 
and $4 million waived out of a total of $54.3 million issued.

ASYLUM SEEKERS

WHAT YOU CAN DO

There is a need to ensure that the Liberal – National Coalition and the two independent Senators do not work together to 
block the Government’s legislation in the May and June sittings of Parliament. Please write polite and respectful letters to:

The Christmas Island Detention Centre.

     

The Hon. Malcolm Turnbull MP 
Leader of the Opposition 
Parliament House 
Canberra, ACT, 2600 
E-mail: malcolm.turnbull@aph.gov.au 
Salutation: Dear Mr Turnbull

The Hon. Dr Sharman Stone MP 

Shadow Minister for Immigration and Citizenship 
Parliament House 
Canberra, ACT, 2600 
E-mail: s.stone@aph.gov.au 
Salutation: Dear Dr Stone

Senator Nick Xenophon 

Parliament House 
Canberra, ACT, 2600 
To provide online comment go to: 
http://www.xen.net.au 
Salutation : Dear Senator

Senator Steve Fielding 

Parliament House 
Canberra, ACT, 2600 
Salutation: Dear Senator


